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Abstract: 
This paper reports on a new dataset of urban ‘social disturbance’ events covering 55 major 
cities, 23 in Sub-Saharan Africa and 32 in Central- and East Asia, in 49 different countries for 
the 1960-2006 period. The data are compiled from electronic news reports in the Keesing’s 
Record of World Events and cover different forms of both violent and non-violent politically 
motivated disorder, including demonstrations, rioting, terrorism and armed conflict. The 
dataset contains detailed information on the individual event, coded in an Excel spreadsheet and 
supplied with extracts from the Keesing’s text files. The data are also organized into annual 
observations of the number of violent and non-violent events per city, facilitating cross-
sectional time-series analyses. A total of 3,375 events have been recorded for these cities, of 
which 1,378 involved lethal casualties. 
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1.0 Background and Motivation 
 
This dataset has been collected as a means to study trends in and causes of urban ‘social disturbance’ at 
the city level. ‘Social disturbance’ here refers to a broad range of non-violent and violent political activity 
ranging from peaceful demonstrations and strikes to organized warfare or acts of terrorism. Despite the 
fact that urban populations generally enjoy higher material standards of life and better access to public 
services such as health care and education than rural populations, rapid urbanization is often added to 
the ‘litany of emerging challenges’ to state stability (Brennan-Galvin, 2002: 123). The issue of urban social 
disturbance and political violence, and how such events affect state stability, has gained increasing 
attention in the academic community as well as among policy-makers. It is particularly in the 
environmental security literature that rapid urbanization has been posed as a potential security issue. 
Here, scarcity of renewable resources in rural areas is seen as a main driver of rural to urban migration, 
posing a threat to security and political stability (e.g. Homer-Dixon, 1999: 155; Cincotta et al., 2003; see 
also Sachs, 2008: 27). Urban growth that is not matched by increased economic growth and job creation 
could increase the risk of political violence (Goldstone, 2002: 14).  
 This dataset, consisting of event data coded from electronic news reports in the Keesing’s Record 
of World Events, is initially collected for a research project on ‘Youth Exclusion and Political Violence’, in 
which urban youth populations are a central point of focus. The aim is to study how urbanization and 
social and economic exclusion affect patterns of social disorder in urban centers in Asia and Africa. 
Historically, the coincidence of youth bulges with rapid urbanization, especially in the context of 
unemployment and poverty, has been an important contributor to political violence (Goldstone 1991; 
2002). Since youth often make up a disproportional large part of rural-to-urban migrants, one should 
expect that in the face of large youth cohorts, strong urbanization is likely to lead to a crowding of 
youth in urban centers. To the extent that high urban growth rates may be accompanied by 
unemployment and economic marginalization, causing higher levels of frustration and dissent, 
exceptionally large youth cohorts may heighten the risk of social disturbance and political violence in 
urban centers. 

Homer-Dixon (1999: 155–156) acknowledges that past studies have found ‘surprisingly little 
correlation between urban growth and civil strife’. This is also true for recent studies of urbanization 
and low-intensity political violence (Urdal 2005; 2008), as well as in the face of large youth bulges on the 
country-level (Urdal, 2006). This dataset provides an opportunity to go below the country-level to 
investigate the relationship between urban population growth, composition and social disturbance and 
political violence on the city level. The data are analyzed more closely in a separate article within the 
larger research project. 
 This report provides a description of the data collection procedures, including the coding 
scheme and the coding template. This will enable researchers to expand on the dataset by coding 
additional cities or other areas according to exactly the same criteria. The report further describes 
some of the general trends in social disturbance events for the selection of cities covered by the dataset 
as a whole, as well as for specific cities. While the dataset has been collected for a specific research 
project, the generic character of the dataset and the provision of the text files containing the news 
reports from which the data were coded should enable researchers to use the data for a variety of 
purposes from cross-sectional time-series analyses to studies of specific cities, areas, and periods. The 
data are publicly available from http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Economic-and-Socio-
Demographic/Urban-Social-Disturbance-in-Africa-and-Asia/.  
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2.0 On the Data Collection  
 
2.1 General 
The urban social disorder data are coded on the basis of news reports, provided electronically 
by the Keesing’s Record of World Events (KRWE).2The KRWE publishes monthly summaries of 
news of political, economic and social significance, based on a variety of news sources.3 The 
KRWE is a highly regarded and widely used resource of information on political events. Specific 
searches has been conducted in the KRWE database covering the period from 1960 until 
today4, from which information on relevant events such as event type and location, actors, 
targets, dates and times, and casualties are coded as accurately as possible. The list of individual 
events should not be understood as the comprehensive list of all violent and nonviolent events, 
but it is assumed that the trends in recorded events are largely representative of the actual 
trends. 
 The structure of the project draws extensively on a similar data collection effort by the 
State Failure Task Force, led by former University of Maryland Professor Monty Marshall 
(Marshall, 2001). The project collected data on political violence events on the regional level in 
India, termed the ‘India Problem Set’ (IPS), and used the KRWE as the basis for the coding. This 
project uses a coding scheme built on the IPS project, and uses the same source of information. 
Using news reports as the basis for coding political violence events has become quite common. 
Possibly the most widely used event dataset, Arthur Banks’ ‘Cross-National Time-Series Data 
Archive (CNTS: http://www.databanksinternational.com/) contains information on variables 
such as demonstrations, strikes, riots, and guerilla warfare, primarily based on news reports 
from the New York Times. Another dataset based on the KRWE is Jan Oskar Engene’s 
‘Terrorism in Western Europe Events Data’ (TWEED) (Engene, 2004). While not an event 
dataset, the widely used PRIO-Uppsala dataset on armed conflict (Gleditsch et al., 2002) is 
largely based on media sources. Further, there are event data collection projects and coding 
schemes that rely on automated coding, as opposed to using human coders, of news reports, 
such as the Kansas Event Data Systems (KEDS: http://web.ku.edu/keds/), and the Integrated 
Data for Events Analysis (IDEA: http://vranet.com/idea/) framework.  
 
2.2 The selection of cities 
This dataset covers the major cities of Asia and Africa (see Appendix A for the list of all cities 
covered). As the project started out focusing on Asia, the selection criteria for cities are slightly 
different. For Asia, the dataset covers all capital cities with a population of more than 100,000, 

                                                            
2 Electronic searches were  initially conducted  in the online version of the database  (http://www.keesings.com/), 
and later on a CD‐ROM version of the database. The reason for abandoning online searches was that in the spring 
of 2007, a deficiency occurred  in  the online  search  facility after Keesing’s  changed  the online  search  interface. 
According to Keesing’s, the CD‐ROM version should contain exactly the same records up to the end of 2006 as the 
online  database. Our  own  searches  in  the  CD‐ROM  version,  of  cities  previously  coded  on  the  basis  of  online 
searches, did indeed confirm that the content was identical. 
3 A limitation is that KRWE does not generally extract information directly from local language sources, but depend 
on events being reported in news media in major languages.  
4 The very first cities were coded in 2006, so the dataset is only complete for all cities for the 1960‐2005 period. 
Since the vast majority of cities were coded in 2007‐08, including all African cities, events for 2006 are included in 
the report. However, since the data for 2006 are incomplete across cities, this particular year should be excluded 
from time‐series cross‐sectional comparisons. 
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from Iran in the west to Japan in the east, excluding the Middle East. 5 In addition, the largest 
non-capital cities of Pakistan (Karachi) and India (Calcutta and Mumbai) are included, as are two 
former capitals, Almaty (Kazakhstan) and Saigon (South Vietnam), and the capitals of Tibet 
(Lhasa) and Taiwan (Taipei). A total of 32 Asian cities are coded. As the project was expanded 
to include Sub-Saharan Africa, we were unable to extend the same selection criteria. Hence, for 
all Sub-Sahara African countries with at least one city with a population of above 1 million, we 
selected one city per country. For most countries, the city selected was the capital, but for 
three countries, we chose former capitals with populations considerably greater than the 
formal capitals, namely Lagos (Nigeria), Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), and Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire).  
A total of 23 cities in Sub-Saharan Africa are included. 
 
2.3 General challenges with using news reports 
News reports are likely to cover all events of major political significance, but there are 
potentially important biases in event data that need to be carefully addressed, particularly when 
analyzing cross-sectional (between geographical areas) and time-series trends. First, strong and 
autocratic regimes may to some degree succeed in censoring information about events that are 
considered unwanted, preventing events from entering into news sources such as the KRWE. 
At the same time, such regimes are probably also relatively successful in preventing unwanted 
events from happening.6 But distinguishing between bias and regime effect is inherently difficult. 
Second, the consumers of news sources such as KRWE, which are primarily institutions and 
individuals based in the developed world, may take a stronger interest in certain geographic 
areas than others, influencing the news providers’ priorities of what areas to cover in greater 
detail. Hence, events happening in countries that are low on the international agenda are 
possibly less likely to be reported than similar events in countries of high political and economic 
strategic importance. Third, it is possible that improvements in communications technology and 
greater international presence in more places generally means that more events are being 
reported by international media. Hence, it is difficult to assess whether a generally increasing 
trend in a type of events reflects more events, or just better reporting. Fourth, time trends may 
differ for different areas as certain regions may wane in economic or geopolitical importance 
over time, while others wax. While these biases are not easily corrected, students of event data 
based on news sources need to be alerted to such potential pitfalls. 
 
2.4 Coding procedures  
The basis for coding events was news reports returned from electronic searches in the 
Keesing’s Record of World Events (KRWE) online database and CD-ROM (see footnote 1). All 
searches were done using the following search algorithm7: 

terroris* or riot* or war* or armed* or death* or dead* or protest* or communal* or 
demonstra* or insurgen* or conflict* or clash* or violen* or hostage* or assassin* or 
strike* or bomb* or kill* or suicid* and [cityname]* or [cityname]*  

                                                            
5 The capital of North Korea, Pyongyang,  is the only capital not  included. For Pyongyang, there were no relevant 
events reported in the KRWE for the entire period. Because of the level of censorship in the country it is difficult to 
assess to what degree no relevant reports reflect no social disturbance events, and to what extent such activities 
are simply not reported in the media. 
6 Pyongyang, North Korea, has been excluded from this dataset since it represents an extreme case in point. 
7 ‘Region’ and ‘Country’ were set to ‘All’ to facilitate the return of relevant reports that were that were not 
country‐specific.  
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Several cities go under multiple names or spellings. To identify alternative names and spellings, 
specific searches were performed in the database as well as in encyclopedias (see Appendix A 
for all alternative names and spellings). 

Each returned report was then screened individually to determine relevance. All reports 
that appear to be relevant were pasted into one Word document per city. Also reports 
mentioning an already coded event were included in the text document if it provided significant 
additional information.  In the word documents, parts of reports that are unrelated to the 
event(s) of relevance have been deleted in order to save space. Three asterisks (***) are added 
to all parts of the report where text has been deleted. At the very beginning of each text file, 
information on name of city, years spanned, the date(s) the reports were retrieved, the full 
search string, the total number of entries (i.e. not only the relevant) returned by the search 
string, and the name of the coder is included. For most events, comments from the text files 
are added to the coding in the excel file. 

All reports entered into the text document were designated an identifier in the format 
$@1, where the number (here ‘1’) is a count starting with 1 for the first report pasted into the 
document, and increasing by 1 for every new report. The code is included on a separate line on 
top of each report. All events identified within that report are designated a REPORTID in the 
format $#1 plus a letter, starting from ‘A’ (e.g., the very first event coded for any city will have 
REPORTID $#1A). In the Excel spreadsheet, each event is provided with a number 
(RNUMBER) which together with the city name provides a unique event identifier, counting 
from 1 and upwards. In addition, the REPORTID from the text file is entered into the 
REPORTID1 field to link it to a specific report. If an event is mentioned in several reports, 
additional REPORTID’s are provided in separate fields. In addition to the identification columns, 
information is provided for each event on name of country and city, type of event, day, month 
and year for the beginning and the end of an event, actor(s) and target(s), number of 
participants and number of deaths, and location. There is also a comment field to facilitate a 
very brief summary of the event. See Appendix C for the coding template. The events are 
sorted by city and then start date in the Excel spreadsheet. 
 
2.4 Specific challenges and coding decisions 
The most general challenge with coding social disturbance events from KRWE is that many 
reports contain insufficient information to code all the items included in the coding scheme (see 
Table 1). The most frequently missing items are event location, missing for as many as 70 per 
cent, and number of participants involved, missing for almost 60 per cent. All events have 
information on start and end year, but approximately 10 per cent lack information on precise 
start and end day. 
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Table 1 Missing Event Information  
Item Missing % 
Event location 2,345 69.5 
Number of participants 1,997 59.2 
Number killed8 790 23.4 
Actor(s) 166 4.9 
Target(s) 74 2.2 
Begin day 343 10.2 
Begin month 17 0.5 
Begin year 0 0 
End day 349 10.3 
End month 17 0.5 
End year 0 0 
 
A particular problem with coding social disturbance event data relates to how to separate 
between discrete events that are parts of complex processes of social disturbance. There are 
no simple criteria to employ, and news reports on complex situations usually contain less 
information on each discrete event than reports dealing with one discrete event only. For this 
project, we developed three broader criteria to guide the coding of complex events to 
determine whether it was possible to identify several discrete events. Events were coded as 
discrete events if (in decreasing order of importance): 

• It was possible distinguish between different actors and targets  
• Events took place in different locations 
• Reported motives for the events were different 

 
As a rule of thumb, at least two of these criteria had to be met before an event was coded as a 
separate event. However, if a report clearly identified different actors and/or targets, events 
were coded separately.  

Furthermore, the time period within which a series of events happened determined 
whether events were coded as discrete. If a series of events involving the same actors and 
targets happened within a short period of time, this would normally be coded as one event (e.g. 
several bombs against government targets happening within few days). If events involving the 
same actors and targets are spaced by at least one week (seven days), they would normally be 
coded as different events. Events that according to the report appeared to have a purely 
criminal, non-political motive were excluded, although in some cases it was not possible to 
verify whether an event was of political or criminal character. A particularly common category 
was the assassination of public figures, where the assassin was unknown. Generally, we have 
coded assassinations of government officials and political and military leaders as political events 

                                                            
8 For a number of events, there is no specific mentioning of deaths. When reports generally describe events as 
peaceful and there is good reason to believe that there were no fatalities, events are coded with ‘0’ deaths. For 
events that may have been violent or are described as violent, but where there is no mentioning of fatalities, 
‘number of killed’ is coded as missing. 
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unless specific information is provided in the reports suggesting that the assassination was 
motivated by personal, economic or other non-political factors.9 

Another important factor to determine relevance was whether an event happened 
within the bounds of the city in question. Often, events that take place outside well known 
locations are described as happening a certain distance from a more well known location, such 
as a large city. And sometimes, reports would mention several events taking place in very 
specific locations such as squares or neighborhoods, or close to certain buildings or 
monuments. Events were generally included if the location was reported as having happened:10 

• in the ‘suburbs’ or ‘outskirts’ of the city in question11 
• near or in a central government building when coding a national capital 
• at a location that the coders were able to locate as being within the city 

(for instance a specific palace or monument) 
 
The relatively low share of events with missing information on actor and target (Table 1) 
reflects to some degree the use of generic terms for these two categories. While individuals 
and groups are frequently mentioned in reports, the actors behind many events, and sometimes 
also the targets, are not identified. Hence, generic terms have been widely used for actors and 
targets such as ‘guerilla group’, ‘attackers’, ‘gunmen’, ‘government’, ‘demonstrators’, and 
‘rioters’.  
 Finally, it should be noted that the 12 different ‘problem types’ (see Appendix B) that all 
events are categorized according to, are by no means mutually exclusive categories. 
Demonstrations that are initially peaceful may develop into riots, and the activities of armed 
opposition groups may in one context (and one time period) be labeled rebellion, in another 
terrorism. While we have tried to be consistent in the coding of such events, one should be 
careful in treating the categories as clearly distinguishable phenomena. The provision of the text 
extracts allow researchers to overrule the current coding of types by going into individual cases 
carefully. For this specific project on ‘Youth Exclusion and Political Violence’, the coding of 
‘problem types’ has not been of crucial importance.  
 
 

                                                            
9 Yet another bias may arise from the likely underreporting of events where the target belongs to more marginal or 
remote segments of society, particularly in situations of complex disturbances.  
10 An event was generally not included if location was reported as being a certain distance ‘outside’ or 
‘north/east/south/west of’ the city. 
11 In the case of Johannesburg we included the major township of Soweto.  
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3.0 Data Description 
The event data are available in an Excel file with one line representing one event. There are a 
total of 3,375 events coded, of which 1,378 (40.8 per cent) are reported to have led to 
fatalities. For two cities, Singapore and Astana (capital of Kazakhstan), there are no reported 
events for the entire 1960-2006 period.12 The cities with the highest recorded events are 
shown in Table 2 (for all cities, see Appendix D). 
 
Table 2: Cities with the Most Social Disturbance 1960-2006 
City Country No. 

events 
No. 
lethal 

% lethal 

Asia 
Teheran  Iran 219 93 42 
Kabul Afghanistan 202 132 65 
Karachi Pakistan 194 121 62 
New Delhi India 152 45 30 
Saigon Republic of Vietnam  149 62 42 
Africa 
Johannesburg South Africa 124 47 38 
Mogadishu Somalia 95 61 64 
 
In Table 3, the events are categorized according to type, also showing the number of events 
within the categories that are recorded as lethal. The most frequent type of event in the 
dataset is organized demonstrations, followed by armed attacks, and spontaneous riots. 
 
Table 3: Types of Social Disturbance 1960-2006 
Code Type Freq all Freq 

lethal 
Share 
lethal 

10 General Warfare 128 96 75 
20 Inter-communal Warfare 48 43 90 
30 Armed Battle/Clash 139 103 74 
31 Armed Attack 756 437 58 
40 Pro-Government Terrorism 

(Repression) 
86 49 57 

41 Anti-Government Terrorism 281 152 54 
42 Communal Terrorism 124 98 79 
50 Organized Violent Riot 29 16 55 
51 Spontaneous Violent Riot 439 220 50 
60 Organized Demonstration 959 133 14 
61 Pro-Government Demonstration 84 4 5 
62 Spontaneous Demonstration 302 27 9 

 

                                                            
12 It should also be noted that there are hardly any events reported prior to 1990 for the capitals of the Central 
Asian Republics that used to be parts of the Soviet Union. 
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The event data have also been organized into cross-sectional time-series format (by city-years). 
For this purpose, events that span two calendar years are coded as happening in the year they 
started. When added together we can see that, over time, there has been an increasing trend, 
both in the number of total events and in the number of lethal events (Figure 1). The variation 
between years is considerable. The stronger increase in the total events trend may suggest that 
there is an effect of better reporting, i.e. a time bias.  
 
Figure 1 Annual Social Disturbance Events 1960-2006 
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Figure 2 Annual Social Disturbance Events for Africa and Asia 1960-2006 

 
 
 
 
When separating African and Asian events (Figure 2), Africa is trailing behind in absolute 
numbers, partly because there are fewer African cities coded. But the number of events 
reported is higher for Asian than for African cities. For Asian cities an average of 72 social 
disturbance events are reported over the entire period, against an average of 46 events for Sub-
Sahara African cities. Both the slower increase in reported events in Sub-Saharan Africa and the 
lower average number of events could indicate a reporting bias against cities in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
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Figure 3 Share Lethal Events of all Events for Africa and Asia 1960-2006 
 

 
 

If we consider the share of lethal events of all events reported (Figure 3), there is an increasing 
trend for both continents, and stronger for Africa. Of all African events, 43% were lethal, while 
the corresponding number for Asian cities is 33%. Again, this may indicate a reporting bias 
against Sub-Saharan Africa. While it is possible that social disturbance in Africa has become 
more violent over time, the stronger increase in the share of lethal events over time for Sub-
Sahara African cities may also suggest that the reporting bias has become more severe over 
time. 
 When studying some of the cities with the highest numbers of events (Figure 4a-g), the 
trends seem to reflect periods of major social upheaval and periods of relative calm known 
from other sources. This does suggest that even though the dataset should not be understood 
to be a comprehensive list of all actual events, it seems to represent trends in urban social 
disorder relatively well. 
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Figures 4a-g Social Disturbance Events for Selected Cities 1960-2006 
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4.0 Summary 
This report accompanies a new dataset of urban ‘social disturbance’ events covering 55 major 
cities, 23 in Sub-Saharan Africa and 32 in Central- and East Asia, in 49 different countries for 
the 1960-2006 period. A total of 3,375 events have been recorded for these cities, of which 
1,378 involved lethal casualties. The data are coded based on electronic news reports in the 
Keesing’s Record of World Events. While many potential biases from coding data on the basis of 
news reports are acknowledged, it is assumed that the data are reasonably representative for 
patterns of urban social disturbance within and between cities. It is hoped that the dataset 
provides researchers with opportunities for comparative studies of urban social disturbance. 
Along with the dataset, both the text files from which the data were coded, and the coding 
scheme are made publicly available. This allows for a richer study of individual cities, and also 
for an extension of the dataset. 
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APPENDIX A: CITIES COVERED 
 

City Country Alternative spellings and 
names 

Abidjan Ivory Coast  
Accra Ghana  
Addis Ababa Ethiopia  
Almaty Kazakhstan Alma Ata 
Antananarivo Malagsy Republic Tananarive 
Ashgabad Turkmenistan Ashkhabad, Asgabat, Ashabad 
Astana Kazakhstan  
Bamako Mali  
Bangkok Thailand  
Bejing China Peking 
Bishkek Kyrgyz Republic Biskek, Frunze  
Brazzaville Congo  
Calcutta India Kolkata  
Colombo Sri Lanka  
Conakry Guinea  
Dakar Senegal  
Dar es Salaam Tanzania  
Dhaka Bangladesh Dacca  
Dushanbe Tajikistan Dusanbe 
Hanoi Dem. Rep. of Vietnam    
Harare Zimbabwe Salisbury 
Islamabad Pakistan  
Jakarta Indonesia Djakarta 
Johannesburg South Africa Soweto 
Kabul Afghanistan Khabul 
Kampala Uganda  
Karachi Pakistan  
Kathmandu Nepal Katmandu 
Khartoum Sudan  
Kinshasa Zaire Leopoldville 
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia  
Lagos Nigeria  
Lhasa China  
Lomé Togo Lome 
Luanda Angola  
Lusaka  Zambia  
Manila Philippines Quezon 
Maputo Mozambique Lourenco Marques 
Mogadishu Somalia  
Mumbai India Bombay 
Nairobi Kenya  
New Delhi India   
Niamey Niger  
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Phnom Penh Cambodia  
Rangoon Burma Yangon  
Saigon/Ho Chi Minh City Dem. Rep. of Vietnam  Ho Chi Minh City 
Seoul South Korea  Soul 
Singapore Singapore Singapor, Lion City 
Taipei Republic of China Taipeh  
Tashkent Uzbekistan Toshkent, Taskent 
Teheran  Iran Tehran 
Tokyo Japan Tokio 
Ulan Bator Mongolia Ulaanbaatar 
Vientiane Laos  
Yaoundé Cameroun Yaounde 
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APPENDIX B: CODING SCHEME13 
 
EVENTID A unique number for each event coded, counting from 1 and increasing by 1 for each subsequent 

event.  
 
PTYPE Problem Type (2 digit numeric; nominal) 
Identifies the general level and type of event according to the following list of values. While the PTYPE variable is 
considered to be a nominal variable, it is structured with some sense of ordinal ranking of societal conflict 
magnitude (based on degree of institutionalization of political activity).  
 
 10 General Warfare: Distinct event related to a protracted, interactive, and violent conflict 

involving at least one, organized, non-state actor group fighting with government authorities. Can 
be either over ethnic, political or economic issues. 

 20 Inter-communal Warfare: Distinct event related to a protracted, interactive, and violent 
conflict involving at least two militant organizations representing a singular ethnic or religious 
identity group (i.e., non-state actor) fighting each other without (explicit) involvement of a 
government.  

 30 Armed Battle/Clash: Distinct, continuous, and coordinated interaction involving opposing, 
organized armed forces representing government and/or group interests. 

 31 Armed Attack: Distinct, continuous, and coordinated action staged by a singular, militant 
political or identity group against government authorities or institutions representing an “other” 
group. 

 40 Pro-Government Terrorism (Repression): Distinct event related to a persistent, directed-
violence campaign waged primarily by government authorities, or by groups acting in explicit 
support of government authority, targeting individual, or “collective individual,” members of an 
alleged opposition group or movement. 

 41 Anti-Government Terrorism: Distinct event related to a persistent, directed-violence 
campaign waged primarily by a non-state group against government authorities or symbols of 
government authorities (e.g., transporation or other infrastructures). 

 42 Communal Terrorism: Distinct event related to a persistent, directed-violence campaign 
waged primarily by a non-state group targeting individual, or “collective individual,” members of 
an alleged oppositional group or movement. 

 50 Organized Violent Riot: Distinct, continuous, and coordinated action staged by members of a 
singular political or identity group and directed toward members of a distinct “other” group or 
government authorities. 

 51 Spontaneous Violent Riot: Distinct, continuous, and uncoordinated action resulting from an 
originally non-violent protest and directed toward members of a distinct “other” group or 
government authorities. 

 60 Organized Demonstration: Distinct, continuous, and coordinated largely peaceful action 
directed toward members of a distinct “other” group or government authorities. 

 61 Pro-Government Demonstration: Distinct, continuous, and largely peaceful action in 
support of government. May be coordinated or uncoordinated. 

 62 Spontaneous Demonstration: Distinct, continuous, and uncoordinated largely peaceful action 
directed toward members of a distinct “other” group or government authorities. 

 
BDAY Begin Day (2 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the day the event begins. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 1-31 Day event begins 
 99 Not known 
 
BMONTH Begin Month (2 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the month during which the event begins. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 1-12 Month event begins 

                                                            
13 This coding scheme is initially adopted from Marshall (2001) and amended to this project. 
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 99 Not known 
 
BYEAR Begin Year (4 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the four-digit year during which the event begins. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 
EDAY  End Day (2 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the day the event ends. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 1-31 Day event ends 
 99 Not known 
 
EMONTH End Month (2 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the month during which the event ends. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 1-12 Month event ends 
 99 Not known 
 
EYEAR End Year (4 digit numeric; ordinal) 
Record the four-digit year during which the event ends. If missing, use the code “99”. 
 
ACTOR1 Actor #1 (text) 
Record the general political or identity group (i.e., actor) directly involved in the fighting, violence or protest that 
defines the event.  
 
ACTOR2 Actor #2 (text) 
Record the general political or identity group (i.e., actor) directly involved in the fighting, violence or protest that 
defines the event.  
 
ACTOR3 Actor #3 (text) 
Record the general political or identity group (i.e., actor) directly involved in the fighting, violence or protest that 
defines the event.  
 
TARGET1 Target Group #1 (text) 
Record the general political or identity group (i.e., target) directly targeted by the fighting, violence or protest that 
defines the event.  
 
TARGET2 Target Group #2 (text) 
Record the general political or identity group (i.e., target) directly targeted by the fighting, violence or protest that 
defines the event.  
 
NPART Total Number of Active Participants and People Directly Affected (2 digit numeric; 

ordinal) 
Record estimated total number of participants and people directly affected by the event according to the following 
scale: 
 1 less than 10 
 2 10-100 
 3 101-1,000 
 4 1,001-10,000 
 5 10,001-100,000 
 6 100,001-1,000,000 
 7 over 1,000,000 
 11 Unknown, but probably relatively small number (less than 1,000) 
 12 Unknown, but probably large number (1,000-100,000) 

13 Unknown, but probably very large number (over 100,000) 
99 Unknown 

 
NDEATH Total Number of Deaths Reported (9 digit numeric; cardinal) 
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Records the best estimate of the number of persons killed as a direct result of the event.  
 -99 Unknown; not reported (note the minus here) 
 
ELOCAL Event Locality (text) 
Identify by name the locality in which the event mainly takes place if other/more specific locality than city name is 
provided.  
 99 Unknown/not provided 
 
REPORTID1 Unique identifier of the Keesing’s report used to code the event. 
 
REPORTID2 Unique identifier of a second Keesing’s report mentioning the event. 
 
REPORTID3 Unique identifier of a third Keesing’s report mentioning the event. 
 
COMMENT 
Any comment related to the coding of the event, in particular issues of coding ambiguity and additional information 
that may be of interest. 
 
GWNO 
Gleditsch and Ward country ID number. 

STARTDATE 
Gives the start date of the incidence in a day/month/year format. 
 
ENDDATE 
Gives the end date of the incidence in a day/month/year format. 
 
PRECISIONST 
Gives the precision of the startdate variable. The variable equals 1 if we know the exact day, 2 if we know the 
month, and 3 if we only know the exact year of the incidence 
 
PRECISIONEND 
Gives the precision of the enddate variable. The variable equals 1 if we know the exact day, 2 if we know the 
month, and 3 if we only know the exact year of the incidence 
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APPENDIX C CODING TEMPLATE (VERTICAL) 
 
COUNTRY 
CITY 
RNUMBER 
PTYPE 
BDAY 
BMONTH 
BYEAR 
EDAY 
EMONTH 
EYEAR 
ACTOR1 
ACTOR2 
ACTOR3 
TARGET1 
TARGET2 
NPART 
NDEATH 
ELOCAL 
REPORTID1 
REPORTID2 
REPORTID3 
COMMENT 
GWNO 
STARTDATE 
ENDDATE 
PRECISIONST 
PRECISIONEND 
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APPENDIX D: NUMBER OF EVENTS BY CITY 
 
City Country No. events No. fatal % fatal 
Abidjan Ivory Coast 47 19 40 
Accra Ghana 30 9 30 
Addis Ababa Ethiopia 71 42 59 
Almaty Kazakhstan 8 3 38 
Antananarivo Malagsy Republic 27 12 44 
Ashgabad Turkmenistan 2 1 50 
Astana Kazakhstan 0 0 - 
Bamako Mali 15 5 33 
Bangkok Thailand 61 15 25 
Bejing China 105 10 10 
Bishkek Kyrgyz Republic 17 4 24 
Brazzaville Congo 38 27 71 
Calcutta India 72 35 49 
Colombo Sri Lanka 93 63 68 
Conakry Guinea 22 9 41 
Dakar Senegal 18 7 39 
Dar es Salaam Tanzania 9 4 44 
Dhaka Bangladesh 130 43 33 
Dushanbe Tajikistan 26 14 54 
Hanoi Dem. Rep. of Vietnam  29 22 76 
Harare Zimbabwe 89 29 33 
Islamabad Pakistan 47 16 34 
Jakarta Indonesia 120 30 25 
Johannesburg South Africa 124 47 38 
Kabul Afghanistan 202 132 65 
Kampala Uganda 53 34 64 
Karachi Pakistan 194 121 62 
Kathmandu Nepal 66 23 35 
Khartoum Sudan 58 19 33 
Kinshasa Zaire 78 27 35 
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 28 8 29 
Lagos Nigeria 66 32 48 
Lhasa China 15 4 27 
Lomé Togo 39 18 46 
Luanda Angola 37 18 49 
Lusaka  Zambia 36 16 44 
Manila Philippines 142 52 37 
Maputo Mozambique 29 14 48 
Mogadishu Somalia 95 61 64 
Mumbai India 49 16 33 
Nairobi Kenya 56 16 29 
New Delhi India 152 45 30 
Niamey Niger 23 7 30 
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Phnom Penh Cambodia 69 33 48 
Rangoon Burma 45 15 33 
Saigon/Ho Chi Minh C Dem. Rep. of Vietnam  149 62 42 
Seoul South Korea  129 18 14 
Singapore Singapore 0 0 - 
Taipei Republic of China 28 1 4 
Tashkent Uzbekistan 14 5 36 
Teheran  Iran 219 93 42 
Tokyo Japan 51 7 14 
Ulan Bator Mongolia 14 0 0 
Vientiane Laos 30 11 37 
Yaoundé Cameroun 9 4 44 
Total  3375 1378 41 
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